
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 

COMMISSION ON CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT – GOMEZ SUBCOMMITTEE 
Wednesday, September 2, 2020 – 9:00 am 

Via Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84050806570 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
1. Public Comment. 

a. No one from the public presented comments.  
b. Comments previously received via email were distributed prior to the meeting and 

are available on the website. 
2. Reports back from members/staff about outreach and research: 

a. Penobscot Nation (Maulian Dana) – unable to join 
b. New Bedford community – nothing received 
c. Gomez descendants – nothing received 
d. Portuguese community – nothing received 
e. Bangor Historical Society (Matt Bishop) – nothing additional to report, did reach 

out to Liam Riordan about part of a class research project, waiting to hear about 
timeline. Liam also sent an email that will be included with public comments 
received. Matt also noted they would have room to store the upper part of the 
monument if that was an option they wished to explore. 

f. Bangor Public Library (Aubrae Filipak) – two books, one that was donated to library 
at time the monument was put in, and the other a children’s book. Aubrae will finish 
reviewing these and report back. She will also check on other resources online. 
Amy will email Halifax, as Kevin noted Gomez is alleged to have made it there. 

g. Bangor Public Schools ( 
h. Liam Riordan/UMaine (Amy Roeder) – email forwarded 
i. Others (Athens, GA – Amy Roeder) – phone call scheduled for today 

3. Discussion on info from public comment/reports from staff.  
a. Public notices were published in the The Standard-Times (New Bedford, MA) and 

Bangor Daily News on August 31. 
b. The options boil down to three choices – leave the monument as is, move/remove 

it, or leave with modification/interpretation that indicates other information/history.  
 
4. Next agenda: public comment, Ambassador Dana presentation/report, reports back from 

members/staff about outreach and research, digest new information, start discussing the 
three options and if adjustment within those may be necessary. Invite Liam to speak. Is it 
possible for the recommendation not to decide by 9/30 but ask for extension to utilize 
Liam’s class’s research? The group could ask for an extension from the Council but would 
need a compelling reason and to propose a new timeline to see if the Council would agree 
to that.   

 
5. Amy suggests a temperature check vote at end of meeting – Aubrae leave it and add 

plaque for context, Kevin same but with storage until it can be reinstalled with context, 
Jane is for removal and something entirely different should be installed recognizing  
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84050806570


 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 

Portuguese exploration but also address Indigenous history at the site, Tristan remove 
and replace with art from First Nations, Maggie is in the camp of modifying it,   

 
Kevin provided a link from his research as well: https://www.hiddenhispanicheritage.com/timeline-
1524-25---estevan-gomez-explores-the-east-coast.html 

 
Move to adjourn by Tristan, second by Kevin, roll call: Kevin yes, Tristan yes, Amy yes. 
 
Future meeting dates: September 17, 30 at 9:00 am via zoom 
 
Website for materials and videos: https://bangormaine.gov/content/1538/1415/1425/25489.aspx 

https://www.hiddenhispanicheritage.com/timeline-1524-25---estevan-gomez-explores-the-east-coast.html
https://www.hiddenhispanicheritage.com/timeline-1524-25---estevan-gomez-explores-the-east-coast.html
https://bangormaine.gov/content/1538/1415/1425/25489.aspx


From: Lundy, Zeth
To: Lundy, Betsy
Subject: FW: Gomez Monument should Stand
Date: Monday, August 31, 2020 9:20:10 AM

From: Samantha Foulke 
Sent: Friday, August 28, 2020 7:49 AM
To: Cultural Commission 
Subject: Gomez Monument should Stand
I am an accepted student at EMCC, awaiting a second stimulus arrangement for enrollment
functionality and am a product of baby boomers I would prefer my comment isn't reiterated
throughout digital publication. My viewpoint for Millenials is we need this kind of representation, of
unrest existing, as statues are being taken down for similar echoes of reasoning. It isn't true to strip
the land of all Explorers that Navigated to the Existing Villages or Whatnot for the sign of the times
centuries ago. The riff isn't discussed any longer in an open arena, but there are diverse
communities, so this should appease any unsettling kharma. Brenda Foulke

mailto:zeth.lundy@bangormaine.gov
mailto:betsy.lundy@bangormaine.gov


From: Lundy, Zeth
To: Lundy, Betsy
Subject: FW: Monument removal
Date: Monday, August 31, 2020 9:18:59 AM

From: Sherry Robshaw 
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 6:23 PM
To: Cultural Commission 
Subject: Monument removal
When is this going to stop!? Everyone is on the bandwagon of destroying history. No it might have
not been all good but it happened. Why can't people look at it as not "commemorating" something,
so much as remembering what happened and strive not to make the same mistakes.
Not every memory in history has a happy connotation but should it be totally wiped out? Where is
the forgiveness? Why the need for so much destruction? Why the need to bring more hate in the
world? We, as human beings, are all in this together and the more who fight to tear things down, the
more devided we all become. This is not the way forward, but the way back to segregation and racial
inequality. Stop the nonsense and look forward to what can be done to better the situation not
make it worse.
Thank you
Sherry Robshaw
Sent from my U.S.Cellular© Smartphone
Get Outlook for Android

mailto:zeth.lundy@bangormaine.gov
mailto:betsy.lundy@bangormaine.gov
https://aka.ms/ghei36


From: Lundy, Zeth
To: Lundy, Betsy
Subject: FW: Remove the statue!
Date: Monday, August 31, 2020 9:15:30 AM

-----Original Message-----
From: Conlow, Cathy
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 1:19 PM
To: 'Marion Anderson' <manderson808080@gmail.com>; Councilors <Councilors@bangormaine.gov>
Cc: Emery, Tanya <tanya.emery@bangormaine.gov>; Cultural Commission
<culturalcommission@bangormaine.gov>
Subject: RE: Remove the statue!

Marion, thank you for your email.  The City policies and ordinances set forth a process for the deaccession of public
monuments.  It requires that the Cultural Commission for the city of Bangor make a recommendation to the
Council.  A process has been established by the Cultural Commission to review the facts and make a
recommendation to Council.   Please feel free to direct any additional comments to 
culturalcommission@bangormaine.gov.  Please include your name and address.  Thanks Cathy

August 26, 2020

Contact:Tanya Emery, Director of Community & Economic Development
 (207) 992-4280
tanya.emery@bangormaine.gov  

Public Meetings to Discuss the Possible Deaccession of the Gomez Monument start Wednesday, September 2

BANGOR, MAINE - The City of Bangor’s Commission on Cultural Development will hold public meetings on
September 2, 17, and 30, at 9:00 AM to discuss the possible removal of the Gomez Monument.  Public participation
will be through remote means that include Zoom and the City’s live-streaming Facebook page.  Anyone who wants
to offer public comment must attend the meeting through Zoom or submit the comment at least 24 hours in advance
of the meeting by emailing it to culturalcommission@bangormaine.gov. 
Information on the Zoom meetings, including links, can be found by going to the City’s website,
www.bangormaine.gov/calendar and by clicking on the meeting.  Public comment through Zoom requires a person
to state their name and address.  Any inappropriate or offensive remarks may be removed or cause removal of the
person making them.  The public may be recognized to speak by using the hand wave function in Zoom or, on a
phone, by pressing *9. 
Any questions may be directed to culturalcommission@bangormaine.gov. More information for remote meetings
can be found at www.bangormaine.gov/video.

-----Original Message-----
From: Marion Anderson <manderson808080@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 12:52 PM
To: Councilors <Councilors@bangormaine.gov>
Subject: Remove the statue!

This is not a person who should be memorialized or celebrated. I call for immediate removal!

mailto:zeth.lundy@bangormaine.gov
mailto:betsy.lundy@bangormaine.gov


From: Lundy, Zeth
To: Lundy, Betsy
Subject: FW: support for removing Gomez monument
Date: Monday, August 31, 2020 9:45:41 AM

From: Catherine Schmitt 
Sent: Monday, August 31, 2020 9:16 AM
To: Cultural Commission 
Subject: support for removing Gomez monument
Hello
I am writing to express support for removing the monument to Estevan Gomez on the banks of
Kenduskeag Stream. Gomez was a colonist and enslaver of Native Americans. The monument's
location at the site of what was once a Wabanaki village is especially egregious and offensive. I
would prefer no monument at all, but if another marker is to be installed it should reference the
confluence of Kenduskeag Stream and the Penobscot River as a historic and contemporary homeland
of Indigenous peoples.
Thank you for considering this matter.
Catherine Schmitt
Bangor resident

mailto:zeth.lundy@bangormaine.gov
mailto:betsy.lundy@bangormaine.gov


From: Lundy, Zeth
To: Lundy, Betsy
Subject: FW: Support for Statue"s Removal
Date: Monday, August 31, 2020 9:20:46 AM

-----Original Message-----
From: Diane Oltarzewski <dianeolta@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, August 28, 2020 9:16 AM
To: Cultural Commission <culturalcommission@bangormaine.gov>
Subject: Support for Statue's Removal

I am completely in accord with the removal of the statue commemorating Estevan Gomez from the Bangor
waterfront. Ambassador Dana’s clarification that we should not be elevating a historical figure who was complicit in
kidnapping and enslaving Indigenous people is a welcome injection of truth into our mainstream consciousness.
Please honor her testimony and courage and take this away so it will not impose historical distortions on the minds
of new generations.
We must be pro-active in the pursuit of truth and justice, and this is one way Bangor can participate directly.
Best regards,
Diane Oltarzewski
Belfast

mailto:zeth.lundy@bangormaine.gov
mailto:betsy.lundy@bangormaine.gov


From: Deanna Wilbur
To: Cultural Commission
Subject: Gomez monument removal
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 11:29:56 AM

To whom it may concern,

I am a Bangor native and purchased a property in Bangor in January. I fully support the
removal of the Estevan Gomez statue on Broad St. There are plenty of incredible Bangorians
we could honor with monuments. We don't need an ugly monument about a guy (who may or
may not have even stepped foot in Bangor) who kidnapped human beings to be sold into
slavery. Get that shit OUTTA HERE.

Thank you for your time,
Dee Wilbur

mailto:deannakwilbur@gmail.com
mailto:culturalcommission@bangormaine.gov


From: Davitt, Clare
To: Emery, Tanya; Lundy, Betsy; Cultural Commission
Cc: Conlow, Cathy
Subject: Re: Gomez monument
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 4:57:15 PM

Sorry, I guess original email didn’t come through. I’ve copied and pasted it below:

Hi Clare,
I’m sending this to you asking your assistance to get it to whomever will be taking up public comment on
the removal of the Gomez monument. The contact email address in the BDN article,
<culturalcommission@bangormaine.gov., turns out to be invalid. Perhaps you can alert the cultural commission to
that fact. Thanks for your assistance. Diane
I’d like to offer this comment:
Removing the monument on the banks of the Penobscot commemorating Estevan Gomez sailing up the
river 500 years ago, will not change the fact that Gomez sailed up the river 500 years ago. May I suggest
replacing it with a plaque that not only states the event of his coming, but utilizes it as a teaching tool, one
that tells how he went on to kidnap and attempt to enslave Native peoples. The cross motif that was chosen
for the monument was unfortunate. It could be said to perpetuate the fallacy that Christianity brought
civilization to the many people subjugated by its practitioners and missionaries. Diane Monroe Smith,
Holden, Maine <dianemonroesmith.com>

Clare Davitt
Bangor City Council Chair
clare.davitt@bangormaine.gov

Pronouns: she/her

On Aug 27, 2020, at 4:54 PM, Davitt, Clare wrote:

 

Clare Davitt
Bangor City Council Chair
clare.davitt@bangormaine.gov

Pronouns: she/her

Begin forwarded message:

From: Clare Davitt 
Date: August 27, 2020 at 4:50:25 PM EDT
To: "Davitt, Clare" 
Subject: Fwd: Gomez monument

mailto:clare.davitt@bangormaine.gov
mailto:tanya.emery@bangormaine.gov
mailto:betsy.lundy@bangormaine.gov
mailto:culturalcommission@bangormaine.gov
mailto:cathy.conlow@bangormaine.gov
mailto:culturalcommission@bangormaine.gov
http://dianemonroesmith.com/
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Emery, Tanya

From: Amy Roeder <amyjroeder@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, September 2, 2020 9:03 AM
To: Emery, Tanya
Subject: Fwd: Gomez Monument

 
 
 

Begin forwarded message: 
 
From: Jane Bragg <janebragg@gmail.com> 
Subject: Fwd: Gomez Monument 
Date: September 1, 2020 at 4:42:56 PM EDT 
To: Amy Roeder <amyjroeder@gmail.com>, Angela Okafor 
<angela.okafor@bangormaine.gov>, Aubrae Filipiak <aubrae.filipiak@gmail.com>, Barbara 
McDade <bamcdade@roadrunner.com>, Christina Berube <christina.berube7@gmail.com>, 
Kevin Smith <kevinhelosmith@gmail.com>, "Lundy, Betsy" <betsy.lundy@bangormaine.gov>, 
Marge McGill <mcm436@gmail.com>, Mary Donovan <m.k.donovan1@gmail.com>, Tristan 
Greenlaw <tristangreenlaw@gmail.com> 
 
The email below was sent to me as chair and to culturalcommission.me which my guess is went to Betsy. 
I thought it should be shared with the full commission and especially the two committees impacted, ie 
cultural asset and Gomez monument. 

---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: Liam Riordan <riordan@maine.edu> 
Date: Tue, Sep 1, 2020 at 7:20 AM 
Subject: Gomez Monument 
To: <culturalcommission@bangormaine.gov> 
Cc: Jane Bragg <janebragg@gmail.com> 
 

Dear Chairperson Bragg and Bangor CCD, 
 
I am teaching an undergraduate research seminar at UMaine this fall, and the class has partnered with 
Matt Bishop (curator, Bangor Historical Society) and Anne Krieg (Bangor City Planner). We plan to 
research and develop new interpretive signage for the existing Kenduskeag Stream Heritage Trail, which 
we hope can contribute to your plans for this important cultural corridor in Bangor. 
 
Perhaps the most elaborate site along the two-mile Heritage Trail is the Gomez Monument that quite 
rightly is now the subject of close public scrutiny. I urge the CCD to consider that we need a closer and 
more meaningful public engagement with the history of Bangor and its region. In this regard, I think that 
modifications to the existing Gomez Monument (and the Heritage Trail, more generally) to more 
accurately present Indigenous history and tribal persistence up to the present should be a top priority. 
To do so effectively, new City funds should be earmarked for this important work. 
 
There is a large scholarly literature about the changing place of historical monuments in US society. One 
leading assessment has been recently updated in an expanded 2018 edition. I encourage CCD members 
to read Sanford Levinson's Written in Stone (Duke UP, new afterword 2018). 
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Regards, 
Liam 
former CCD member 
now on Bangor's Historic Preservation Commission 
 
--  
Liam Riordan 
Professor of History, Univ. of Maine 
Maine Bicentennial Conference resources are 
online: https://digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu/me200/ 
 
The University of Maine recognizes that it is located on Marsh Island in the homeland of the Penobscot 
Nation, where issues of water and territorial rights, and encroachment upon sacred sites, are ongoing. 
Penobscot homeland is connected to the other Wabanaki Tribal Nations — the Passamaquoddy, 
Maliseet, and Micmac — through kinship, alliances and diplomacy. The university also recognizes that 
the Penobscot Nation and the other Wabanaki Tribal Nations are distinct, sovereign, legal and political 
entities with their own powers of self-governance and self-determination. 

 







































CITY OF BANGOR
PUBIC MEETINGS

NOTICE: Public Meetings to Discuss the Possible Deaccession of the Gomez
Monument start Wednesday, September 2

BANGOR, MAINE - The City of Bangor's Commission on Cultural
Development will hold public meetings on September 2, 17, and 30,
at 9:00 AM to discuss the possible removal of the Gomez Monument.
Public participation will be through remote means that include Zoom and
the City's live-streaming Facebook page. Anyone who wants to offer
public comment must attend the meeting through Zoom or submit the
comment at least 24 hours in advance of the meeting by emailing it to
culturalcommission@bangormaine.gov.

Information on the Zoom meetings, including links, can be found by going to
the City's website, www.bangormaine.gov/calendar and by clicking on the
meeting. Public comment through Zoom requires a person to state their
name and address. Any inappropriate or offensive remarks may be removed
or cause removal of the person making them. The public may be recognized
to speak by using the hand wave function in Zoom or, on a phone, by
pressing *9.

Any questions may be directed to culturalcommission@bangormaine.gov.
More information for remote meetings can be found at
www.bangormaine.gov/video.

Aug. 31, 2020



 
  

FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL SHEET 

DATE: TOTAL NO. OF PAGES INCLUDING COVER: 

August 28, 2020 2 
COMPANY: FROM: 

      Bangor, Maine Community & Economic 

      Development 

SouthCoast Media Group 

TO:  

Melissa Bickford Luiza  
EMAIL:   

Melissa.bickford@bangormaine.gov lleger@localiq.com 
PHONE NUMBER SENDER'S PHONE NUMBER: 

207-992-4278 508-979-4351 
FAX NUMBER: SENDER'S FAX NUMBER: 

 508-979-4495 
RE:  

Proof for Review  

 URGENT  FOR REVIEW  PLEASE COMMENT  PLEASE REPLY  PLEASE RECYCLE 

 

Following is the proof for the legal notice regarding: Possible Deaccession of the 

Gomez Monument meetings 

Scheduled for publication in The Standard-Times  on:  August 31, 2020 

Please proofread the following copy for accuracy. Give me a call back at the above 
number or email by 12:00 p.m. Friday, August 28th    to let me know whether any 
changes/corrections will be needed prior to publication of the ad.  

The cost of the ad (as it appears in the proof) for the requested publication date(s) 
comes to $320.91. Please keep in mind any changes/corrections to the proof may 
affect the cost the ad. 

Prepayment for the ad is required.  

Credit card payments are accepted via phone. 

Payment is needed to be received no later than 1:00 p.m. (E.S.T.)  Friday, 
August 28th   for the ad to be published on the date(s) noted above. Please give me a 
call/email with any questions once the proof has been reviewed and to discuss 
payment information in order to move forward with releasing the ad for publication as 
requested.  

        Thank you, Luiza 
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Emery, Tanya

From: KevinKJ Smith <kevinhelosmith@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, September 2, 2020 9:30 AM
To: amyjroeder@gmail.com; Emery, Tanya; aubrae.filipiak@gmail.com
Subject: the site I mentioned

https://www.hiddenhispanicheritage.com/timeline-1524-25---estevan-gomez-explores-the-east-coast.html 
 
Kevin Smith 
and there is a contact section as well.   
 


