
Did You Know…? - 1 -

A Brief Update of What’s Happening… February 2009



Did You Know…? - 2 -

Sue McPike
Celebrates her

40 year
Anniversary
With the

City of bangor

Sue McPike started with the City (in the “old City Hall”) on a part-time basis, while still in high school, in May
of 1968. She went to full time, after graduating on December 30, 1968 in Treasury.

She started at Bass Park in February 1988 as an Account Clerk and was promoted to Business Manager in
1993.

Sue is fully involved with all aspects of the Bass Park operation in
this position and it isn’t unusual to see her working with the
concession staff during the Basketball Tournaments, coordinating
hospitality requirements for a
Willie Nelson concert or hosting a
cookout for the agricultural
participants during the
Bangor State Fair!

Sue is also actively involved in
various City projects, most recently the
Holiday Parade and the pending
175th Birthday Celebration. Sue also
serves as Bass Park’s representative on
the City’s Health Insurance Committee.

Sally Bilancia
Leaves the City after over 8 years

After working for the City of Bangor for over 9 ½ years
(8 years 4 months at Bass Park as the Hospitality/ Fair
Coordinator and 1 year 3 months in the Department of
Community & Economic Development as the Business &
Economic Development Officer and Downtown
Coordinator) Sally Bilancia left the City to become the
Executive Director of the Maine Affiliate of the Susan G.
Komen for the Cure. This is the first time in the
organization's twelve year history that they will have a
full time Director. Sally had been a volunteer for the
organization for over 9 years so when the position
opened up, it seemed like a perfect fit for her.

We wish her well.
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The City had a few more pledge cards come in and our new total for the
2009 charitable campaign is

$31,676.72
Thanks again to you all for making this years campaign a great success.

We are all invited to the United Way of Eastern Maine’s
CAMPAIGN FINALE
on January 29th.

From 5:30-7:30 pm
at Darling’s Ford on Hogan Road.

Rebecca Hupp Receives Award

Rebecca Hupp, Director of Bangor International Airport,
was honored on Monday, December 22 with a special
award from the American Legion on behalf of their
organization and the Maine Troop Greeters organization.

Charles Knowlen, Vice-Chair of the Maine Troop Greeters
organization, was on hand to present the award to Ms.
Hupp. “Rebecca’s patriotism, hard work and quiet
professionalism has made a huge impact on the local
community. Her dedication and cooperation with the
American Legion has facilitated many projects including the
naming of ‘Troop Greeter Way’ and lining the roadway with
over 50 American flags.” Additionally, space has been
designated in the airport for the Maine Troop Greeters
where military flags and memorabilia are displayed and
where the Greeters host the over 600,000 Troops they
have greeted to date.

“Rebecca exemplifies what it means to be a patriot on a
daily basis.” Her selfless service, working quietly behind
the scenes, has impacted and contributed to the patriotism
of the local community, the state and our country. Rebecca Hupp, Director of Bangor

International Airport receives award from the
American Legion and the Maine Troop

Greeters for her contributions.
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MAINE ASSOCIATION OF POLICE (MAP) AWARDS FROM JANUARY
24, 2009 BANQUET

HEROISM AWARD- This award is presented to an individual who, under adverse conditions, prevents a
death or serious injury. There must be some degree of hazard to life and limb to the nominee at the time of
the incident. Recipients of this award:

Officers Richard Polk and Jason Stuart – On June 26, 2008 these two officers were on routine patrol at about
305AM when Officer Polk observed a suspicious looking light emitting from the back yard of a Garland Street
address. Upon investigation he noticed there was in fact a fire consuming the back deck attached to the
residence. Officer Polk called for assistance and attempted to extinguish the fire. Accompanied by Officer
Stuart, they were able to notify and evacuate the occupants of the residence within 2 and ½ minutes of
finding the fire. Both officers then continued to attempt to extinguish the fire but when those attempts failed,
they both removed containers of flammable liquids which were in close proximity to the fire in order to
minimize potential hazards. Both officers were recognized particularly for their, “quick response in waking and
evacuating the family, trying to minimize the growth of the fire,” and that, “both officers acted admirably, and
their actions reflect positively, not just on themselves, but on this agency.”

Civilian: Willie Dhority, Franklin, Maine – During the early afternoon hours of January 10, 2008, while in the
waiting room in a local doctor’s office, Mr. Dhority heard a commotion and screaming from within one of the
examination rooms. Mr. Dhority then noticed an employee running for the front desk to call 911. Mr. Dhority
immediately asked if he could be of any assistance and was told that there was a man with a knife in the back
room and he had tried to stab a woman. Without hesitation, Mr. Dhority ran into the hallway and saw the man
wielding a knife and yelling. Mr. Dhority grabbed the man’s hand that held the knife, forced the knife from his
hand, and then wrestled him to the floor where he held him until police arrived. Mr. Dhority’s actions were
described as, “heroic,” and that he, “acted with calmness and determination,” to defuse what was a life
threatening ordeal.
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LIFE SAVING AWARD- This award is presented to a person, (civilian, police officer, MAP member or not)
who saves the life of another by his or her actions. There need not be any hazardous risk(s) to the nominee.
Recipients of this award:

Officers Mike Jewett and Chris Blanchard – On July 07, 2008 at about 330AM these two officers were on
routine patrol when they were both called to investigate a call involving a young man who had related to
family members that he was going to commit suicide. The officers had information that the man might be in
one of three locations and while checking those areas the officers were given more detailed information as to
the man’s whereabouts. Within about 6 minutes after receiving the call Officer Blanchard found the man
hanging from a tree several feet above the ground. By standing on Officer Jewett’s back, Officer Blanchard
was able to reach just high enough to cut the noose from which the male was hanging from allowing him to
breathe until paramedics arrived. Both officers were recognized that, “because of their immediate response,
their belief in the seriousness of the threat, their quick thinking, efforts, and immediate action, a tragedy was
averted.”

Officer Russell Twaddell – On June 27, 2008 at about 410PM Officer Twaddell was performing his patrol duties
at Bangor International Airport when he observed a man lying face down on the floor of the terminal. Officer
Twaddell immediately began rendering assistance by rolling the man onto his side and checking for vital signs.
Finding no pulse and observing that the man was turning purple, Officer Twaddell retrieved the AED
(automatic external defibrillator) from the patrol office, utilized the unit, and as Paramedics arrived, began and
continued CPR on the man. Chief Ron Gastia wrote, “Your poise, professionalism and ability to handle this
incident helped to define you both as a person and as a law enforcement officer. I appreciate your efforts and
commend you for performing your duties with such a high degree of excellence.”

JAMES DURANT CIVILIAN RECOGNITION AWARD- This award is presented to a non-law enforcement
citizen who has supported and assisted law enforcement in his/her community.

Civilian: Evan Antworth, Bangor, Maine – Mr. Antworth assisted the Bangor Police Department in the
apprehension of a domestic abuse suspect with a history of violence and was wanted on two warrants for his
arrest. With the assistance of the victim and Bangor detectives, Mr. Antworth provided vital assistance in order
to successfully apprehend this suspect. His assistance was described as, “(you) provided accurate information,
including verifying his identity, maximizing the potential for the capture of the suspect.” Chief Ron Gastia went
on to state, “On behalf of the Bangor Police Department and the City of Bangor, I wanted to take this
opportunity to thank you for your assistance. As the Chief of Police, it is both refreshing and reassuring to
know that I work for a community where people, like you, are willing to get involved in order to help the
police, or someone else in need. Thank you for supporting the Police Department in its efforts to make our
community a safer place to live and work.”

OFFICER OF THE YEAR- This award is presented to an active MAP member who has distinguished him/her
self throughout the year with actions that, not only bring credit to the law enforcement community, but
actions that promote and enhance the Maine Association of Police.

Detective Larry Morrill – Detective Morrill was recognized for his dedicated service to the Patrol Officers’ Union
through hard work, determination, and a skillful balance between administration and the Patrol Unit. Larry is
an asset to his fellow union members and continues to represent them as a Steward.


